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Y. M. C. A. IN THE FIELD
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million different individual soldiers
were touched by the work. About
1,566,000 soldiers entered the 11 dif-

ferent branches during the war, some
men more than once, of course, which
explains the enormous total. Klghty-eigh- t

thousand obtained buttons, soap,
thretd. patches, etc. Hooks were bor-row-

by 26.000 men. and 152.000 used
the association's barber supplies. The
laundry facilities of a single branch
were employed by 1S.000 soldiers. In
addiiion, hundreds of visits were made
by the workers to hospitals and bar-

racks and camp at a distance from
the association bases.

After the day's work was done, the
secretaries generally had to stay up
late at night putting the overworked

s Into condition for the
morrow. The wounded men's hair
was cut by the secretaries themselves.
A pathetic incident of the sort of
ministry required Is related by Secre-
tary Hihbard: "One day a man ac-

costed him with: 'Will you please wash
my face?' 1 looked at him and saw
that be certainly needed It. and that
both aims were in slings, his hands
having been shot away. He had not
had a chance to wash his face for two
weeks before he was wounded. So I

started in. Rut sonp and water had
no effect on that accumulated dirt, so
I finally had to scrape the man clean.
Then I cut his matted, bloody hair,
and when I got through the man was
weeping for gratitude. He could lie I

utter a word of thanks and when the
politeness of the Japanese deserts
him. he is In a pretty bad way."

A New Feature of the Army.
All this work was done by a force

of only 11 secretaries, the Americans
who initiated and largely directed it
being C. V. milliard. V. W. Helm,
tioorgo Cti'iisiMi and li. S. Theirs.
There was an abundance of volunteer
help n the part of the soldiers, and
by military details tllelally appointed.

-

(Oopyricht. liy Joseph rt. Howies.)
Tokio, Japan. "Heiore the war" is

as much a stock phrase in Japan to-

day as It ever was in the United States
after the struggle of the sixties. The
war has made all things new. Now
Japan Is a ship that has found herself.
And what are mostly guesses on the
part of the rest of the world concern-
ing Japau's purposes and future are
intensely interesting present problems
with persons on the scene. The situ-
ation here is complex and rather be-

wildering, but there are certain un-

questioned facts which stand out
clearly as a result of the war.

One of the wonders wrought by this
wonderful war takes rank as perhaps
the most conspicuous achievement of
its kind in religious history. For the
conflict lately waged in Manchuria has
been tho means of winning the whole
nation to friendliness for Christianity.
This amounts to nothing less than a
vast Christian conquest. It justifies
tho sanguine reports which mission
aries sometimes send home, without
any such ground as they may stand
upon in tho present case. Represen
tatives of many denominations, from all
parts of the empire, natives as well as
foreigners, have assured me that prac-
tically the last vestige of active oppo-
sition to Christianity has gono from
lapan, thanks to tho work done In

""I

'" ' " ' ' "
-

Y. M. C. A. Headquarters During the War.

time pleasure and vivacity, but she
could not forget the quiet, helpful, up-

lifting influence of Naomi. Uncon-
sciously she was constantly drawing
comparisons between the life she had
known after becoming the wife of Chil
lon, and the life hsr people lived.
When the time drew near for the fes
tivities attending the worship of their
gods she had felt the old thrill of ex
pectant pleasure which she used to
know as she had planned and prepared
to share in tho celebrations. But
this feeling soon passed and left her
with that sense of unrest and dissatis-
faction, so that at last, much to the
surprise of her friends, she decided
that she would not go to the festiv-
ities. It was then that they besieged
her with their pleadings until at last
she consented to go.

"What is tho matter with me any
way?" she exclaimed, irritatedly as she
busied herself with tho preparations.

"Why shouldn't I go, and why
shouldn't 1 have,a good time? Why
should I feel as I do?" Hut even
while she Impatiently argued with her-

self there kept recurring to her mind
the memory of her mother-in-law'- s

words, as repeatedly she had heard her
say, when asked to attend the feasts:

"Xo, I have left my own land, but I
did not leave my God behind, and I
could not go up to tho services that
would do honor to those which are no
gods at all."

She had felt a glow of admiration
for Naomi at that time for her brave
words, and down deep in her heart she
Anew that tho gods which her people
worshiped were false gods and not
like tho God whom the Hebrews wor-
shiped. Hut now that she had gone
back to her people onco more and
was away from the strong, uplifting
inlluence of that godly woman, she
had felt the old desire to enjoy the old
life as she had formerly dune, but
somehow silo could not.

"Hut I will, 1 will, 1 will," she ex- -

claimed, as she made her linal proiv
orations and Flailed forth with the
merry group of lricnds who had
come to accompany her to the

lace of the celebration. As they
moved on they chatted and laugh-

ed gayly, and it was not long ere
the old spirit of gayety had complete
insscs.don of her, and sho forgot all
ilmul the struggle she had had and
the qui Etions which had ki'pt her in
so unhappy a state hir.ee her return to
the old w:m

Thus the day sped swiftly on. The
festivities Were at their height, and
he great thni'.igs of people awaited
iie cumin:; of the solemn profession

of the pilosis, who in the presence of
ill the people were to make their of
fcrings to the gods and Invoke their
ilessings upon the people, following

which the damsels were to dance the
sinuous, dreamy figures which were
iurt of the religious ceremonies. Or

pha, arrayed in her filmy, festal robes,
hal taken her place with the oilier
dancers ready to play her part, when
tilt? time slfhuld couie, as she had
been wont to do lu former years.

Are you not glad that you are here
and not In the land of Israel?" nsked
one of her companions standing next
to her.

"Yes," answered Orpha enthuslus- -

llcally, "and I wish Ruth were here
to share In the festivities with us."

'Foolish sho was, indeed," was the
reply of the other. "What can she
find there but poverty and hardship?
Have you had tidings from her since
she went away?"

At the mention of the land of Israel,
and the name of Ruth a stranger
standing near had started and then
listened eagerly to the conversation
which followed, but so occupied were
Orpha and her friends with their con-

versation that they did not note this.
Hut suddenly they were aroused by an
abrupt Inquiry addressed to Orpha:

"Did you know Ruth?-- ' he asked.
"Hring you word from her?" Orpha

asked, eagerly. "Is she well? How
fares she?" and she continued to pom
out a rapid Are of questions, piling up
her inquiries concerning Ruth.

The stranger lifted up his hand in
helpless protest to stem the flood of
questions, saying, as ho did so:

'Listen, for I have just come from
Hethlehem and bring tiding of won
derful things which have come to
pass. Call her no longer poor, unfor
tunate Ruth, for she has become the
wife of one of the principal men of
the city."

"What's that you say?" cried Or
phn. Incredulously, believing that her
ears had misunderstood.

And thus Importuned the stranger
went on to explain and to give fur
ther details of her sister-in-law'- s life
since going to Hethlehem.

At this point the conversation was
interrupted by the passing of the
priests, mumbling their incantations,
while the pcoplo shouted the names
of their gods, crying:

"Great arc the gods of the Moabltes,
Where are there gods like unto them,
and who can bestow blessing such as
they give to their faithful children?"

'.'Who, Indeed?" thought Ohpha, bit
terly, as her thoughts sped back to
that day when she had stood in the
roadway with Ruth and Naomi and
had finally turned back and left the
two to go on alone. Her gala attire
seemed as though mocking her in her
distress. She thought of the abhor
reitce which Noaml had had of the
feast days of the Moabltes. What
would she think of her now in the
midst of that gayety? She knew that
the God whom Naomi had worshiped
and about whom she had spoken to
her two daughters-in-law- , was the true
God. She might have had him for her
God, but she had turned back. Thus
harrassed by the workings of her con
science, she turned and fled from the
place, crying out as she went:

"It might have been, but now it li
too late! Too late!"

Size of Commuter's Hat Caused Ac-

quaintance to Worry,

A commuters on the D., L. & W. re-

marked to a friend the other morning,
as they came into the city:

"Hawkins, of Stamford, is going to
move into that new house next door
to me. I know him very slightly, and
t understand that you know him pret-
ty well."

"Yes, I have known him for upward
ot 20 years."

"Well, what kind of a fellow is he,
anyhow?" asked the commuter.

"A first-rat- e fellow, nnd in every
way desirable. Why?"

"I Just wanted to know, because I
could never quito make up my mind
about him, he wears such a small
hat." Philadelphia Ledger.
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Worth Observing.
In a certain preparatory school In

Washington an instructor one day
made the statement that "every year
a sheet of water 14 feet thick is raised
to the clouds from the sea."

"At what time of the year does that
occur, professor?" asked a freshman,
"It must be a sight worth going a
long way to see." Harper's.

The extraordinary popularity of fins
white goods this summer makes the
choice of Starch a mntter of great Im-

portance. Defiance Starch, being free
from nil Injurious chemicals, Is tin
only one which Is safe to use on fine
fabrics. Its great strength as a stlff-en- er

makes half tho usual quantity of
Starch necessary, with tho result of
perfect finish, equal to that when the
goods were new.

Peat as Inexpensive Fuel. '

Lieut H. Kkelund, of Jonkonln;'.
Sweden, claims to have made an im-

portant Invention In fuel savins. Ac-

cording to his method, peat Is used In
the shape of a ponder nnd Is said to
give sulllclent heat to use steel lu a
furnace without tho ut;e of coal.

Snrimr iilw.tvs I riin e into niocinl f.ivnr
Nature's hlmi.l peiilicr, ( lalliclil 'le.i. it,
is unite wlmlly nt clean, sweet Herbs, lb
purities tlie blond, clcniiics the system,
clears the! ruiuplcxiiai. cradicatiN ilisfaso
nail proiiintiM (ined lliallli. i'or young

ml dm.

Then She Takes the Lines.
Tho young girl's nlr was pensive.

she said, "Reginald will
conduct mo to the altar. There "
Smiling, she lighted another cigarette,
"his leadership will end."

FITS. SI. YiliH Il.uice nml nil Xrrvnim
Ihseuses pciinanenl Iv cured bv Dr. Kline's
limit Ncnc ilest'ircr. Send for i'reo S5J.0IJ

trial linitle Hint treatise. Dr. . II. Kline.
Ld., Dill Arch St., Philadelphia, Tu.

Tho snrlne noet usually writes his
spring poems by the side of as good
a fire as he cau afford.

t c:....i.. t:.i.,- - n'. t. 1.
j,i-tv- .iiiii- - jMiiui-- v iK'U una II ncu

tank1. Your dealer or lxiwis' Factory,
l'eoria. 111.

Method will teach you to win time.
Goetho.

STOMACH OH STRIKE

SUCCESSFUL TONIC TREATMENT
FfJH INDIGESTION.

Dr. William' Pink Pills Cured This
Woman and novo cured Many

Hundreds of Other Cases of
Common AHments

Loss of nupetite, oontod tonime. bhd
taste in t lie mouth, heavy dull headache
ami a dull, sluggish feeling these are
tho symptoms of storane-- trotiblo. They
indicate that tho stomach is 0:1 a strike;
that it is no longer furnishing to the
blood the full quota of nourishment that
tho body demands, lienco every organ
suffers.

There aro two methods of treatment.
the old 0110 by which the stomach is
humored by the nso or preoigested loexia
ami artiQcial ferments, nml tho new one
by wluch tho stomach is toned up to do
tho work which nature iutendtid of it.
A recent euro bv tho temic treatment is
that Of Mrs. Mary Staekpolo, of 81
Liberty street , Lowell, Mass. 8I10 says :

"I suQYreel coast autty lor years iron
stomach trouble and terrible, backaches
and was confined to niv bed tho greater
part of three years. I was under the
core of our family physician nwst of the
time, but iiid not seem to pet Dotter.

"I was completely rnn-elovr- n ami waa
not nblo to elo my work about the house.
My blood was impuro and my complex-
ion pale. I suffered from flashes of
near, loiiowea Bimaeuiy Dy cuius. 1
had awful headaches, which lasted from
three to fonr days. I could get but littlo
rest at night, as my sleep was broken
and fitful. As a result I lost several
pounds iu weight and became very nex
vons.

"1 was in a wretched condition when
I liennl about Dr. Williams' Pink Pills.
I started to toko tho pills at ouco and
be'gantoguiu in weight and health. 1
was encouraged by this to keep on until
I was cured. My friends and neighbors
often remark what a changed woman I
am and I owe it Gil to Dr. Williams'
Pink Pills."

These wonderful pills are useful In
wide range of diseases such as auietnia,
rheumatism, sciatica, neuralgia, nervous
headaches, and even locomotor ataxia
and partial paralysis.

The great value of Dr. Williams' Pink
Pills lies in tho fact that they actually
mako new blooel and tltis carries health
and strength to every portion of tlie.
body. Tho stomach is toned up, the
nerves are strengthened, overy organ is
stimulated to do its work.

Dr. WUliacis' Pink Pills aro sold by
all druggists, or scut, postpaid, on recoipe
of price, 60 cents per box, six boxes for
W.60, by the Dr. Williams Mod join
Company, Schenectady, N. Y.

A STOBY OF THE PERIOD OF THE JUDGES

IN 1SIAEL

Br III "Highway and Byway" Preacher

(Copyright, iwi, lijr UiaAuibor, W. tt. Kdtoa.)
I

Scripture authority: Ruth 1:1-1-

especially verses 14 and 15.

T SERMONETTE.

A Choice That Determined a

X Destiny. Orpha on the road

f that led to the land of Israel
X eame face to face with the turn- -

ing point of her life. The vision
X had come to her of a new home
"" and a place among God's people
X and obedient to the aspirations

for a better life and holier

things, she started with her

X mother-in-law- , Naomi, and sister- -

Ruth, for the Prom--

ised Land. Perhaps she and
Ruth during the sad days of

their widowhood had talked over

tooether their plans. While

their hearts were bleeding and

tender there had come a yearn-

ing to know the God whom their
husbands had known, and
served, and with it had come

the resolve that they would
cleave unto the mother-in-law- ,

Naomi, as the one who could
guide their feet into tho way

and blessing of God.
So they had gone forth with

Nao.mi and had come to the bor-

derland of Israel. There Naomi
paused and wisely tested the

- sincerity of purpose of the two
young women. They must count
the cost. It was no light thing
to choose God and God's people
as a future destiny. They must
realize that it meant separation
from the old life and hardships
in the new. In substance, Naomi
said to Ruth and Orpha what

4-- Jesus said to those who would
heccme his disciples. "Which of

- you," he exclaimed, after he had
declared that discipleship meant

4-- cross-bearin- and fellowship In

hardship and suffering, "intend-
ing to build a tower, aitteth not
do.vn first, and ccuntcth the
cost, whether he have sufficient
to finish it. Lest haply, after

X he hath laid the foundation, and
he is not able to finish it, all

that behold it begin to mock him,
saying: This man began to build,
and was not able to finish."

And Orpha bid her mother-in-la-

a tearful adieu and turned
back. Turned back from the
light of which she had caught
a glimmering. Turned back from
the higher purpose and destiny.
Quenched the flickering flame of

spiritual aspirations, and turn
ed back to the old life and the
old gods. Turned baok to be
swallowed up by the world and
the things of the world. This

t Is the last word we ever hear of
Orpha. From that time forth
she was counted out of God's
reckoning. We can Imagine
what her life may have been
after her return, and how when
the tidings came of the blessing
and prosperity which had come

X to Ruth In the, to her, strange,
4 rar-o- iana or israei, mere must

have come the smartings of dis--

appointment and regret that she
4 had once been so near the bless-

ing
4
4 and had thoughtlessly and

4
4 carelessly let the treasure slip
4 from her. "For of all sad words
v of tongue or pen, the saddest are

J these: 'It might have beenl'"
f Orpha and Ruth stood side by
I side that day at the dividing
f line between the world and God.

w,p miiibu uiwn, IIICI c CUUB

the tale. Ruth went on, and to-

day we are rejoicing In the
Christ who was of the house
and lineage of David, whose

t grandfather Obed was the son
4. of Ruth and Boaz. T

X

THE STORY.

J DINT of coaxing and petting Or
O pha's friends had at last persuaded
her to accompany them to the festiv-
ities In the village close at hand
where for weeks the preparations had
been going cn for the honoring of the
gods of the Moabltes, and she was
busy getting ready for the start in
the early morning. It seemed strange
to them to have to coax Orpha to go,
for In former years she had been one
of the gayest at such celebrations, and
they had expected, now that the In
fluence of her luother-ln-law- , Naomi,
was no longer present, that she would
enter again heartily Into the life and
customs of her people,

On her return to her old home, after
the departure of Ruth and Naomi her
parents and friends had welcomed her
right royally, secretly rejoicing that
she was no longer to be dominated by
the Israelltleh woman who had come
into their midBt years before and who
had firmly and steadfastly refused to
share in their idolatrous feasts and
practices, and the feelings of Jealousy
and resentment which were felt at
the time of her marriage to the prom
Islng young Hebrew, Chillon, were for-

gotten in the realization that she was
once more one of them.

Out to Orpha something in the old
life was lacking. She could not ex
plain why. She did not understand,
except that in the old home and with
the old friends there was something
lacking, and a sense of disappointment
came to her. She tried to forget it,

and enter Into the activities of the

that prompted the ofTer to tho gov-

ernment at the outset of the war, by
the national Y. M. C. A. of a work
for the army similar to that among
American and British soldiers.

All sorts of organizations and
agencies and persons wanted to go to
the front. Religious bodies were
especially eager. Hut. like tho war
correspondents, Jhey were kept wait-
ing, the Y. M. C. A. among them.

it had been said that the opposi-

tion to Christianity In the army had
been pushed to the very limit of treaty
rights. While various
gentlemen of tho press were being de-

ported for manifestations of their im-

patience, the association patiently
waited and worked. Finally its day-cam-

All other Christian enterprises
were debarred from the scene of war-

fare. Hut three representatives of the
Association, two Japanese and one
American, with their equipment, were
started for Antung. During two weeks'
detention at Chlnampo they spent
their time In serving the garrison. So
when the three secretaries resumed
their journey it was with the cordial
endorsement of the commandant at
the latter place. At Antung the au-

thorities gave the best located build-
ing in the city for the Y. M. C. A.

workers, and soon tho secretaries

proved the worth of their work.
Promptly, nnd with the most unusual
cooperation on the part of officials, as
shown by free transportation of men
and supplies, granting privileges for
mail and telegrams, details of soldiers
for manual labor, etc., the Associa-
tion work expanded until It has eleven
bases established and reached even
to the Bring line. The status speedily
attained by the workers is evident
from the fact that It soon became an
ordinary occurrence for commanders
of regiments to salute the American
secretaries as If they were superior
office ra.

The Religion of a Hair Cut.
The type of religion displayed was

most, practical; the, approval of the
Japanese wan not accorded for any
sentimental considerations. Simply
because the Y. M. C. A. proved use-
ful' to the soldier It was welcomed
and assisted. Tints, during the entlro
campaign, 3,::sr,000 pieces of station-
ery were distributed, but only 416,000
pieces of religlom literature. In even
more marked proportion 1.752 concerts

re provided for the men, nnd only
01 :i religious meetings, or course the
entire project was avowedly Christian,
hut Its failh was displayed by its
works rather than by words. It was
the religion of good deeds, and so
even the most Ignorant coolie in tho
ranks could comprehend It.

Recreation, diversion, accommoda-
tion and inspiration were the aims of
tho Y. M. C. A. rooms. Hero a soldier
could find a place to write home and
free stationery. Kvery one of ibo
three and a quarter million pieces of
ata'.lonery, bearing the Christian
nams, us it did, became a silent
evangelist for the Christian propa-
ganda. Into the remotest corner of
the empire it carried the news that
Christians were brotherlng the man
at the front. And, naturally, overv
lrtter written told of the comforts and
pleasures provided by this Young
.Men's Christian Association. Could
the most bigoted Huddhisf In tho re-

motest rural region, cherish
toward a religion thut was so helpful
to his son and his neighbors?

Hathhouse, teahouse, barber ahop,
mu.de hall, library, tailor shop, writ-
ing room and lounging room were ail
combined in these Y. M. C. A. quar-
ters. The men were supplied with
Innumerable games, Including base-
ball (the American national game has
become ubiquitous), archery, fencing
and fishing tackle. This last enabled
the men to vary their meager diet and
at some places literally hundreds of
men would be found lined up along
the bank of a stream fbltlng for fun
and a dinner, it takes little imagina-
tion to read Into the following figures,
Just Issued, a novel and
ministry that fairly stirred the
nation, and called forth from evory
general in the field, and from the
prime minister and minister of war.

i the strongest expressions of approval
I and gratitude. Three quarters of a

I lie o'lieei s themselves lively
In the matter of ouMoor

spelts and indoor entertainment the
soldiers gave unlimited assistance.
Hu the best friend of the secretaries
was the graphophonc. of which the
men seemed never to lire. Now one
hears these machines at work thy
and nielli ail over Japan.

Since the return of the nriiiy. per-

manent Y. M. C. A. hcn.l.piai'teri-- . have
b"ci; esir.blishi d, by the urgent rc-q-

si of the a:aiv oliieei'S. til I.iaoj : i

and 1't Tort Arthur. The govnu.:--genera- l

of l.ii ...van:; peninsula i.'.in'.e

a personal stibseTlp.lim of a thousand
yen I'.ir the conli.iiiMm'e of the work.
At Tort Arthur the military oliiclios
turned ovi r to the association mid

agreed to Keep in repair, a biantirni
Russian eatludral to be used as Y.

M. C. A. headquarters. The most
active Y. M. C. A. in tho world was
probably at Dalny; us many as 10.000

soldiers passed within Its portals in a
single day. When the main nrtny was
returning home It ministered to more
than half n million men. One of the
Japanese secretaries of the associa-

tion has gone Into rescue work at
D.ilny, for, while the army was kept
ahsolutetly free from these camp fol-

lowers dining hostilities, a flood of dis-

solute women, recruited under tho
most pitiable circumstances, has since
poured into Manchuria.
Touching the Nation Through the

Army.

The part that the; army has played

in the modern religious history of

Japan Is more considerable than
would nt first sight appear. During

the war the Christians were foremost

in visiting hospitals, meeting soldier

trains with refreshments and food,

and In preparing "comfort bags," a
compact assortment of useful articles,
including a copy of the gospels. Seine
ISO.OOt) portions of Scripture were

distributed among the soldiers. A

small iKiok of "Comfort Songs for So-

ldiers" was compiled and distributed
fre-el- by the missionaries, and it wa3

quite common to he'ar crowds of men
lustily singing these Christian hymns.

Not a few of the missionaries did
nursing during the war, and In the
care f soldier families nnd orphans
they have been conspicuous.

The value' of this work as an ad-

junct to the strictly military prepara-

tions were seen at Dalny. where prac-

tically the whole army of the Yalu
passed throitRh the Y. M. C. A. rooms.

After the fall of Tort Arthur the sol-

diers expected to go home, nt least
for a rest. They had endured hard-

ships of which the world has soma
knowledge. Of I he minor deprivations
th world knows not hint;; one of these
was the inability to get through the
censor more than one letter eveiy
month or tw. liven then the paper

and envelope cost five cents, and the
soldiers' pay for u day was only throe
cents. After the fortress surrendered
the soldier J thought these troubles
were over. Instead, they were marched
across the Ice, at a temperature al
ways bcl.iw freezing, to augment the
army at Mukden. Kn route this die
pirlted army touched the Y. M. C. A.

It warmed ils;df. drank its fill of hot
tea heard the old homo songs on the
rrrpphophone, and wrote letters, some.

times 25,000 n day. This revived ths
spirits of the men to a degree almost
inconceivable. They entered with
grumbling; they left with songs, as
surcd that such a country which made
possible such an institution as this
had not forgotten them.

The consequence of all this sclf-e-f

lacing, assiduous and effective minis
try to the nation's soldiers has been
to establish Christianity on new and
more favorable basis throughout
Japan; nnd should' this soon come to
; aas, as Is predicted, a natlpnal move'
ment toward Christianity, this army
work will have been largely respon
slblo for it.

Some people are so poor that they
can afford to pay an honest tux ra:?
on everything they possess

Manchuria by the Y. M. C. A., with
contributions given at first In the
main by interested Americans, but
later, with equal generosity, by the
Japanese themselves. Long ao reli
gious liberty was officially granted;
but It takes more than an Imperial
edict to niter the attitude of a people
and their atmosphere, so to speak.
Despite the exaggerated reports In the
past of Japan's having been won to
Christianity, it. has remained true, un-

til this war, that missionaries hnve
encountered many definite obstacles,
as well as a hostilo spirit not Infre-
quently displayed.
Emperor Strikes Blow at His Own

Deity.
The most remarkable outcome of

the work which Is herein described,
was the gilt of the emperor of 10,000
yen (Jj.000) towards the army work
of the Young Men's Christian Asso-
ciation. What this means the west
ern world cau scarcely comprehend,
it has given "face" to the whole move
ment. All possible criticism has
been stilled by it. The Young Men's
Christian Association has been Identi
fied with the national life. Followed,
as It was, by the empress" gift of
5,000 yen to the Okayamu orphanage.
n Christian institution, with a pledge
of 1,000 yen each year for five years,
the Impression made upon the Jap
anese mind has hern profound. A

iian who keeps posted upon nffalrs
at the capital. Rev. Dr. John H. Do
Forest, assures me that, so far as he
can learn, the emperor has since
made no gift to any Huddhiai ob
ject.

The curioitn feature of this extraor-
dinary episode Is that It Is like an
idol's putting a lighted dynamite
bomb under Its own pedestal. At
.oust that is the way it strikes a west-

erner. For the emperor of Japan Is
considered a deity by the vast ma-

jority of his subjects. His picture is
vorslriped in the schoolrooms. He is
the most popular figure In the na-

tion's pantheon. Yet here he In-

dorses and supports an avowedly
Christian movement, which, if suc-

cessful, must, overthrow all other wor-

ship than that of tho Christian's God.
Truly, among the innumerable anom-

alous conditions in modern Japan this
is not the least anomalous.

Americans to tho Front.
As is generally known, the Y. M. C.

n. work in Japan was planted and is
fostered by the International commit-
tee, having its headquarters In New
York. With a skill which some older
missionaries End it difficult to emu-

late, the American association even
have kept themselves In the back-

ground and have put the work entire-
ly in the control of the Japanese; yet
the American secretaries are still
here, and recognized by their native
associates as real leaders imhe work,

the associations that exist In Tokio,
Osaka, Nagasaki, Kioto and Kobe
have American as well as native sec-

retaries. It was American alertness


